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The HIV in the UK – 30 years on…

Since 1981

• 122,000 HIV diagnoses

• 27,500 AIDS diagnoses

• 20,500 deaths

In 2011

• 6280 new diagnoses 

• 73,700 in HIV care
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Key findings: HIV in the United Kingdom, 2011

PEOPLE LIVING WITH HIV – PREVALENCE 

• An estimated 96,000 (90,800-102,500) people were living with HIV. 

• 24% (18%-30%) were unaware of their infection.

• The overall prevalence is 1.5 per 1,000 population 

• 47 per 1,000 in MSM and 37 per1,000 in black African community 

• HIV prevalence continue to be significantly higher in London than 
elsewhere in the UK.

• The most deprived areas have the highest prevalence; this health inequality 
is particularly evident in London.

• Less than 1% of infants born to women diagnosed with HIV prior to 
delivery acquired perinatal infection in 2010/2011.
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People living with HIV infection in 2011, UK
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Key findings: HIV in the United Kingdom, 2011

PEOPLE DIAGNOSED IN 2011

• 6,280 people were newly diagnosed with HIV in the UK.

• All time high in MSM (3010)

• 52% of heterosexuals probably acquired their HIV infection in the UK. 

• The proportion of late diagnoses remained high (47%) in spite of a 
slow but significant decline over the last decade.

• There has been very little commissioning of routine HIV testing in 
general medical admissions and general practice settings.
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Annual new HIV and AIDS diagnoses and deaths: 
United Kingdom, 1981-2011
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New HIV diagnoses by exposure group: 
United Kingdom, 2002 – 20111
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Proportion recently infected among 
new diagnoses, 2011 

England, Wales and Northern Ireland
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No evidence of a decline in HIV incidence
Annual HIV incidence in MSM, 2001- 2010,

England & Wales

Birrell et al
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Sustained high level of 
undiagnosed infections in MSM; 

Birrell et al
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Trends in late diagnosis (CD4<350) by exposure group: 
United Kingdom, 2002-2011
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Late diagnoses of HIV by exposure group: United 
Kingdom, 2011
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London

Need for expanded HIV testing in 
high prevalence areas 

58 (18%) English LA in 2011
>2/1000 

Less than 1
1-2
>2

Diagnosed HIV prevalence per 1000 population aged 15-59 years: 
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Key findings: HIV in the United Kingdom, 2011

PEOPLE RECEIVING HIV CARE

• 73,660 people living with a diagnosed HIV infection received care, 
representing a 58% increase since 2002.

• Shift in patient demographics and complexity

• Access to HIV medical care and the quality of care available in the 
UK is excellent.
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People seen for HIV care  
United Kingdom, 2002-2011
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Prevalence of diagnosed HIV infection among 
adults aged 15-59 years by residential 

deprivation: England, 2011
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People seen for HIV care in the UK, 2011
Quality of care indicators

Late Diagnosis and time to HIV care
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People seen for HIV care in the UK, 2011
Quality of care indicators  

Viral suppression and retention in care
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People seen for HIV care in the UK, 2011
Quality of care indicators 

ART Coverage and Immune status
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People seen for HIV care in the UK, 2011
Quality of care indicators: Retention in care 
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Continuum of care
Persons living with HIV in the UK 2011
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Number of HIV-Infected Persons Engaged in Selected Stages of the 
Continuum of HIV Care – United States
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Percentage of estimated number of HIV-infected persons* in 

stages of continuum of HIV care in four large United States cities 

through December 2009 
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*Includes people diagnosed with HIV through 2008 and living with HIV through 2009 and  an estimated additional 20% who are unaware of their infection.
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HIV Infectivity among MSM
Viral load >1500 copies/mL, UK: 2010 

Extending ART to all MSM with CD4 <500 
would reduce infectivity from an estimated 35% to 
29% and, in combination with halving the undiagnosed, 
to 21%. 
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Recommendations

• Safe sex programmes in target 
populations

• HIV testing

� MSM should have an HIV/STI 
screen at least annually, and every 
three months if having unprotected 
sex with new or casual partners.

� Black Africans and Caribbeans should 
have an HIV test and should have 
regular HIV/STI screening if having 
unprotected sex with new or casual 
partners.
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Recommendations

• The Public Health Outcomes Framework includes the late HIV 
diagnosis indicator. All local authorities and NHS bodies can 
reduce late HIV diagnoses through using their Joint Strategic Needs 
Assessment, to prioritise and inform the provision of appropriate 
HIV testing services. 

• LAs and NHS bodies, with a diagnosed HIV prevalence >2/1000 
population of 15-59 years, should implement routine HIV testing 
for all general medical admissions as well as new registrants in 
primary care.

• Clinicians should take every opportunity to offer and recommend 
HIV testing to those known to be at higher risk of HIV infection. 
Every effort should be made to reduce health service barriers to 
HIV testing. 
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Recommendations

• A universal offer of an HIV test should be given to all patients 
diagnosed with TB and all people living with HIV should be 
routinely screened for TB.

• The evidence that ART reduces the risk of onward transmission 
should be discussed with all people receiving HIV care. ART 
should be started for those with a CD4 cell count >350 
cells/mm3 who wish to reduce the risk of transmission to their 
sexual partners, in line with the 2012 BHIVA guidelines.

• Monitoring of key clinical indicators should continue in order to 
ensure the current high quality of HIV medical care is 
maintained.
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WHO Levelling up
Tackling social inequities in health
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